
Instructions for the teacher

Japanese Inventions – video

1. Warm up

Ask the students what they associate with Japanese technology and inventions. Brainstorm and 
write their ideas on the board.

2. Distribute the handouts to each student. They work individually for the first few minutes 
arranging the words into three categories (ex 1). If they're certain they know the meaning of the 
word they should write it down in the 'Words I know' category, if they're unsure of the word they put
it down under the 'Words I think I know' category, and the words they don't know should go under 
the 'Words I don't know' category.

3. Students turn to a person sitting next to them and in pairs exchange their ideas.

4. Get feedback and clarify any difficult words or phrases.

5. Play the video 'Japanese Inventions'. While watching students should make a list of all the 
inventions presented in the video (20 inventions).

6. After watching, refer to the board with students' original ideas about Japanese inventions and 
check if they were right. Were the inventions in the video what the students expected? Class 
discussion.

7. Students refer to their list of inventions from the video and choose the top 5 they think are the 
most useful. Put their ideas on the board. Students probably had different ideas about inventions 
that in their opinion were useful, so you should have a list of more than 5 inventions on the board.

8. From the list the group (collectively) should now pick 3 top useful items. They have to agree on 
only 3, so they have to be able to argue for their ideas. Depending on the level, you might want to 
revise the phrases for intriducing an opinion, agreeing and disagreeing.

9. Students refer to the full list of inventions again, and this time in pairs choose 5 most ridiculous 
ones in their opinion. Get the general feedback from each pair.

10. To close: Students put their handouts aside. Go thorough the whole group and ask each student 
what word they can remember from the handout. If you have smaller groups, go around more than 
once. Put all the words on the board.

11. Revise the meaning of all of the words from the board. Tell the students to close their eyes while
you erase one or two words from the board. They have to guess which words are missing. Repeat 
that step until your board is clear.

Enjoy the lesson! :)
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